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A 


SEASONABLE 
Memento, &c. 


T is grown into a Cuſtom ( I know) to ſmooth the 

way for the Groſſe of the Swhjet in Agitation, by ſome 

eliminary Apology or Complement to the Comrteous 

7 but yet, for reaſons beſt known .to my ſelf, I 

ſhall at this time paſs over the Ceremonious Flouriſh of 

an Introduftion, and without Welt or Guard ( as they ſay) fall up- 

on my Province, which is to make out, That neither upon pretext 

of Religion, Perſonal Vices, Excefſes in Government, or any other 

Colour whatſoever, the SubjeRs of the Crown of England may 

withdraw their Obedience, or make Hoſtile Refiftance to King 

Charles our preſent Sovereign z being by right of Inberitance juſt- 

ly poſſe(s*d of the Crown ; his Title no way depending either upon 

his Divine or Moral Virtues 3 and the ſaid Swhjeds having receiv'd 

him, and acknowledged him for their Only Supreme Governowr, 

done him Homage, and ſworn to him Faith and Allegeance, Abſo- 
Imely and without Condition, 


AS for other Princes and Potentatcs, whether Elefiive King- 
doms, or ſuch as (at the EreRtion of them) were received-by the 
Firſt King upon Expreſs Covenaw, and only with a Conditional O- 
bedience 3 ( as is pretended by thoſe of Aragon, and Others; ,) of 
Theſe 1 ſhall not here diſcourſe, Neither ſhall I ſpeak of thoſe 
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Kings and Princes who acknowledge (in Spiritual Matters) a Su- 
periour Juriſdiftion in the Pope over them 3 who further ſtickleth 
( by neceſſary Relation and Dependency of the Temporal upon the 
Spiritual ) to have alſo a Temporal Power over them, in ordine ad. 
Spiritualia, And hath often put this his Claim in PraQtice, by ac- 
companying his Spiritual Cenſure of Excommunication, with the 
Sentence-of difcharging, Subjetirof their Obidiemce totheir Princes, 
and ſo conſequently of-Depoſing them. Herewith I ſhall not med- 
dlc; None of Theſe Caſes being applicable to This in queſtion of 
King Charler, who is no Eleflive King, but holdeth his Crown by 
an Unqueſtionable Title of Swcceſſion , deriv'd to him by Deſcent 
from his Anceſtours, for the ſpace of more than Six hundred years : 
Neither was there ever any Pail or Condition with Him,or any of his 
Progenitours, of Forfeiture ; (which in This Caſe neither was, nor 
ever can be juſtly pretended. ) True it is, that his Anceſtours and 
Himſclfhave been pleaſed to limit and reſtrain their Legal Right by 
many. Conceſſions and Laws, in ſome Calcs; as the making of 
Laws without Confent of Peers and People, the Levying of Mo- 
ney, &&c. which he cannot Violate without great Injuſticc, as ſhall 
be after ſhown : But no ſuch Patt or Covenant can be produced, 
whereby, upon Breach , he Forfeiteth his Sovereignty , or maketh 
it Juftifiable for his Sbjefr to take up Arms , Or to infli 
Puniſhments upon his Perſon, cither by Dethroning, Death, or Im- 
priſonment, 


THE Ciſt likewiſe of Roman Catholick, Princes no way concer- 
neth Him, who acknowledgeth not in a Pope any ſuch Swperioxr 
Amthority : So that whatſoever Pretences may be in ſome Caſes, 


- concerning ſach Princes as I have above ſpecifyed 3 ( wherein I 


ſhalt not prefume to deliver my Opinion ) yet in the Preſent Caſe 
of Oxr King , there can be no colourable Pretence of taking Arms 
inft Him, or of Depofing Him 3 which I underſtand to be (in 
et ) when he is diveſied of his Juſt Regal Power; Or of the 
Impriſoning of his Perſon, which 1 underſtand to be not only 
when he is aQtually in Bondy, or tockt up in a Room; but alſo 
when the Liberty of Going, and the Freedom of Speaking is 
reſtrained, to ſach Places, or Perſons, as Orbers ſhall pleaſe 3. 
and he remain under a Guard, not of his Own chuſing, but im 
pos'd upon him by Others, 
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IT muſt be acknow d, that the Kings of England derive 
their Title and Right from William the Norman z, who, although he 
came in by Conqueſt, yet his Swceeſſowrs (conſidering that a Right 
Acquir'd by Force, may likewiſe be Recover'd by Force, by thoſe 
-upon whom the forcible Intrution was mzde ) were pleaſed, by 
way of Poli and Stipulation, to limit and qualify that ( Imperium 
Abſolutum ) Abſolute Dominion which is acquired by Congweſt : 
And the People of England thereupon did ſubmit themſelves to his 
Government ; and thereby was Conſtituted Imperinms Legitimum, 
a Juft and Rightfull Sovereignty ;- the Kings remaining with Sw» 
preme Power, and the People with Common Right ; whereby they 
were freed from the Servitude of Conqueſt, and remain'd under 2 
Free Smbjeftion; whereunto: they had by their voluntary Conſent 
fubmitted themſelves. 

THE Kings likewiſe did recede from Abſolute and Arbitrary 
Power, and remain'd with Swpreme, but not with Abſolute Empire, 

BY Free Subjeftion, I underſtand when a People live under 
Laws to which have given a Free Conſent, and not under the 
Meer will of the Prince 3 and that they retain ſuch a Proprievy in 
that which is their Own, that without Their Aﬀent, or Legal For- 
feitmre, it cannot be taken from them: And this is a true diffe- 
rence betwixt a Free Subje, and a Slaveor Servant, Quicquid ac+ 
quirit Servus, acquirit Dominoz Liber, quod acquirit, acquirit Sibl ; 
Whatſoever a Slave he gets for his Maſter; but what a Free- 
man gets, is for Himſelf. And fo although the Dominion of All 
belongs ſolely to the Prince , yet Propriety refers to Every man ; 
Dominium Totiws apud Czſarcm , Proprictas apxd Singulos. 


\ 
THE Difference that I underſtand betwixt a Supreme , and 
an Abſolute Empire, is, That in Abſolute Empire the Rule of the 
Peoples Obedience is onely the Sovereigns Will. So It is in Turky, 
Muſcovy, and all ſuch Princes as retcin Entire the Right of Con- 
queſt; and was in ſome ſort under the Roman Emperonrs after 
the Lex Regis was eftabliſh'd by the Peopler Conſent 3 whereby 
they transferr'd their Entire Right unto Him. 


Supreme Empire 1 underſtand to be, when a King has a S»pre- 
macy and Sovereignty over all, but his Abſolute Power is limited and 


reſtrein'd. by reciprocal Patls, Laws, and Stipmlations betwixt 
A3. Prinee 
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Prince and People; which is the Caſe of the Crown of England : 
and to theſe Patir the King and People are equally bound before 
God and man and the King is as much bound to Fwſtice, tothe 
ProteZiion of his Subjefs, and to the Obſervance of the Laws, (not 
onely out of Religion, but even of Morall Honeſty alſo) as the Sub- 
je is to Obedience. And he is not onely accountable toGod, but 
even his People have certain Juſt and Legal wayesto ſeek Redreſ7, 
wherein he ſhall do Wrong 3 notwithſtanding that Axiome of our 
Common Law, That the King can do no Wrong; which is falſe in 
many ſenſes, and may very well be call'd Fiftio Furis, a kind of 
Metapbyſicall Fiftion : Le Roy ne fait Tort, being onely to be under- 
ood in the ordinary Courle of Fuſtice; which the King adminj- 
firing by his Miniſters, and not in Perſon, it is They that are the 
Wrong-doers, and not the King ; and the Subje@, againſt Them, is 
to ſeck his Remedy. For Kings may do Wrong, and be as wicked 
as Other men, commit Mwurther, and wrongfully take away Other 
mens Eſftates z which no Fifion of the Law can make not to be 
Wrong ; although his Perſon be exempt from Paniſhment, And 
that Abſtrei Conlideration of the King, for his juſt Power and 
Office, as it hath often, Heretofore, been ill us'd in way of Often- 
tation ; (o,in our Late Troubles,there was as ill uſe made of it,on the 
Other hand; when the taking »p Arms and the Fighting againſt 
him, was pretended not to be againſt the KING, but onely a- 
gainſt CHARLES STUAKT. But (to ſpeak in plain In- 
telligible Terms) a King both may do Wrong, and the People may 
ſeek their Redreſs, in ſuch fort as the Law of the Land allowes, 
And the difference betwixt King and Peoples Failing in their 
Reciprocall Dmties, is not but that they do wrong alike, offend 
God alike,and arc both of them liable to be queſtion'd, according 
to the Extent of the Law, by both their eats eltabliſh*d. The 
SubjeBir tranſpreſſing the Law, ſhall be puniſh'd according to the 
quality and meaſure of the Offence: Felony, by the Loſs of their 
Goods and Chattles, and by a Milder Death ; Treaſon by a more 
Severe Death, and Confiſcation both of Goods and Inheritance, 
But hereof they muſt be Convict, per Pares, by Pcople of their 
own Condition, and adjudg'd by a Swperiour Furiſditiion; which 
can be deriv'd Onely and Singly from the King. So that the 
King, not having his Peer, mor any of his Own Condition, can- 


not have a Legal Tryall; and having no Jariſdiion m__—_ to 
im- 


. 
 O——_ 
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Himſelf, cannot be Adjadg'd or Sentenc'd by any : for neither the 
Extent of the Law, nor any Condition of the PaGr, or Stipula- 
tion, do reach to the Pwni ing of the Perſon of the King, or the 
—_ Noe Dominion w_ us. —_— it is that (in Civil 
things) may be, (and often are) brought againſt the King 3 
and Kings do give way that the Judges be ſworn to do Equall 
Fuſtice berwixt Them and their Swhjefis: and in points of Oppreſſi- 
on atid wrong, we may Remonftrate our Grievances, and challenge 
Redreſs by our Petitions 3 which, if they be not condeſcended un- 
to, we rmay inſiſt upon them as our Right, and claim them as a 
Due, and not as of Grace : But 3 * —_—_ . by Uy - Peti- 
#ion, as being a Dutifull Form of Subjeds g their Plea a- 

nſt the King 3 for in other ſort He ought not to be Impleaded.Be- 
ide theſe Petitions of Right, we may alſo Remonſtrate, enter our 
Protefiztionr, and take all thoſe Courſes which the Laws allow. 
Neither ought the King to take Offence at theſe Legall Comteſtations 
with him; becauſe, by his Aﬀent unto the Laws, hehath Aſſen- 
ted unto Them: Nay he ought, in Them, to do us Right; being 
oblig'd thereunto by the Law of God, by his Oath, and by Mo- 
rall and Juftice. But yet if he fail in all cheſe Dutles, 
Our Juriſdifion reacheth not to his Perſonall Puniſhment. There- 
in he is S»b Nullo 1ifi ſub Deo, under none but God; and the 
Law ſtops There, and tells us, Satls ſufficit ei ad panam, quod De- 
um babet Ultorem, that it will be a ſufficient puniſhment to him 


that he hath God for an Avenger, Yet are we not altogether left 


without Remedy; for Kings although they be God's Vice-gerents, 
yet they cannot work as God does, ſaying Fiat, arid it was done ; 
Kings muſt work by Mediate Inſtruments 3 and if they command 
Illegal Things, the Execxtioners of them are Reſponſible, and 
muſt make ſatisfaQtion to the Parties injur'd. And therefore the 
King ought not Immediately to Impriſon, nor in Perſon to Executt 
any _ becauſe that in caſe of Wrong-doing , the SubjeR 
would then be deſtitute of all tneans of Redreſ7, in regard the 
King's Perſon is not to be Impleaded by Law. I know the uſual 
ObjeQions, In caſe Kings will do that which they ought not to do, 

will, by their own immediate Warrants Commit, and be the 
Perſonal Attonrs of the Trjutier, or not ſuffer the Execntioners of 
their IMegal Commands to be Legally proceded againſt y ſhall the Sub- 
jel be left wholly without Remedy, and debarr'd the Benefit of that 


Right 
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'Right of Nature, in-bred in all Creatures, of ſelf Preſervation ? 


Yes 3 we mult be contented with that Condition wherein God hath 
placed us; and wherein, by our Own Conſents, and Stipulations 
of Subjeflion , We have placed our ſelves 3 and may onely right 
our ſelves by thoſe means which, by the Laws, (whereunto we 
have given our Conſent) are permitted unto us; Neither is our 
Native Liberty hereby raviſh'd from us; but as we have parted 
with it by our own Voluntary agreement, neither can we reſume it, 
but by thoſe wayes which we have reſery'd in the Stipulations of 
our Submiſſion. And belide that herein there is no Injery, for 
that Volenti non fit Injuria; it would be more Hurifull to Mankind, 
if it were Otherwiſe : for there is a nec that in all ſorts of 
Governments, as well as in Monarchy, there ſhould be an Jompuni- 
ty, and Power, ſomewhere, of not be iow'd; otherwiſe all 
would be hurl'd into Anarchy and Gn #; Neither could there 
be any finall Determination of Controverſics, if there were not a 
Derniere Reſſort, and Laſt Appeal, wherein we are bound to Ac- 
quieſce, Now this Power muſt be truſted in ſome hand, and Tba# 
mult of neceflity be, where the Sovereign Power remaineth ; other- 
wiſe, there muſt be ſuppoſed a Swperiour Power to that Sovereign 
Fower and ſo in Infinitwm, untill we come to ſorne fuch Power as hath 
nothing above it; and then That muſt be entruſted, and be ſubmitted 
to,without being accountable to Any but to God; becauſe on Earth 
there can be to it no Swperionr Jurijdifion. And this Power is in 
the King of England in all things, ſuch onely excepted, wherein 
Himſelf or his Anceſtowrs have, by Laws and Stipulations, limi- 
ted their Abſolute Power, as was (aid before. And This we are 
by the Law of God, and of the Land, bound to Obey, and not 
to make any Reſiſtance, but what the Law alloweth us ; We mult, 
in the Reſt, have recourſe unto God, if our Princes be Wicked 3 
neither may we Mutiny, or Repine at God, when we have I 
Kings, more than when he ſendeth Diſcaſes , Plagues, Cater- 
pillars, Blightings or Blaſts. For wicked Kings are but Blaft- 
ings of the People that God is pleas'd to Puniſh : neither muſt we 
think Or Condition worſe than that of Wicked Kings 3 (notwith- 


tanding their Temporal Impunity) for certainly it is much Bettey, 


- both in regard of Puniſhment in the World to Come, and commonly 


in This,For the Next Wotld as Their Sin is greater; ſoit is declar'd 
that their Pxniſoment ſhall be greater alſo, .Heor, Oye Kings, 5 = 
V 
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Underftand, Ec. Becauſe , being Miniſters of Gods Kingdom, 
you have not. judg'd aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked after 
the Counſel of God z horribly and ſpeedily ſhall be come mpon you, 
for a ſharp Judgment ſhall be to them that are in High Places, for 
Mercy-wijl ſoon pardon the Meaneſt, but Mighty men ſhall be 

ightily Tormented. Wiſd. 6.v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Whereas 
fg who ſuffer with Patience, becauſe they are ſo com- 
manded by God, make him their Debtor by their” Swfſerings 3 
and he always payeth faithfully, who ſaith, that if we 
with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo Reign with him. And for this World, 
their Wickedneſs and Oppreſſion is ſtill accompanicd with theſe 
Fears, Deſtraftions, and Horrors of Conſcience, which have 
ever been inſeparable from Tyranniesz by which their Lives are 
render'd more uncomfortable, than the Unhappieſt of their 
Subjefir., And for the moſt part , their Ends are as miſerable 
as their Lives; tor what they Fear, and by their Tyranny ſeck 
to prevent, doth commonly fall upon them : Their People do 
Revolt and Rebel, and although they be never ſo well Chatechi- 
zed in the points of, Obedience yet their Natural Inclination to 
recover their Liberty, much more to caſt off Vnjuſt Burthens, 
and Oppreſhons, is ſuch, that .ſleight and ' weak Arguments 
will catily perſwade them to that, whereunto they are fo ſtrong- 
ly inclincd, and the leaſt pretence of Religion, or Colour of 
Reaſun or Lamwfulneſ5, countenancing or tolerating the Freeing 
themſelves from Subj-Jion, in any Caſe, will be more prevalence 
with them,tharr the moſt paſſitive Precept of God's Word, enjoyn- 
ing Obedience. If in any caſe. raking up Arms be admitted, 
theirs (hall ever be that Caſe. And it the Wickedneſs of their 
Prince (hall be allow'd as a ground of their Rebellion, their 
Prince (hall ever be the moſt Wicked : Of all this, all Ages 
have produced many Examples, and efpecially theſe Later 
Times, through all the Eftates of Chriſtendom. And wicked 
Princes will tnd, that Precepts in this caſe will not ſerve the 
Turn \, tor tho" Hoſtile Reſibance againſt the King be expreſly 
prohibited by the Word of God, both in the Old and New Te- 
{ament; tho it be againſt the DoEtrine and Practice of the Primi- 
tive Church, and the preſent Tenets, and Confeſſions of Faith, 


of all the Reformed Churches in the World, though it be con- 
B trary 


[10] 
' frary to the Solemn Oath of Fidelity, and Allegiance {worn to 
the King 3 rhe Laws of the Land (which make it Treaſon ) 
and Moral Honeſty and Juſtice z yet will it be in this point 
of Reſiſtance (as Tacitws lays of Divinations in Rome) which 
was a Wickedneſs that had been, and ever would be forbidden , 
yet ever would be Retained : Semper Vetabitur, & ſemper reti- 
nebitwr. And [o to Princes that wa ny 7, and make 
their 1/1, and not the Laws, the of their Government, 
although (I ſay) to refit be a Wickgdneſt, and rhat-it be againit 
the Law of God and Man to do it 3 yet where the JFrongs arc 
. « Great, and a Fair Opportanity offer'd of Prevailing, it will 
be ever done: For that amongſt men, there are a Thouſand 
for One, that prefer their own Intereſt or Inclination, before Du- 
ty or Conſcience, And certainly, a Pradent and Forefeeing 
Prince, that will impartially examine & cannot but ex- 
ped it ſhould be fo. For why ſhould he ſuppoſe, that Other 
men will be more Honeft, or more Religiow than Himſelf ? 
And when he breaks through all the Bonds and Ties of Oath; of 
Divine Precepts and Moral Juſtice, orily to ſtretch and extend 
his Power and Greatneſs ; why ſhould we not that Sub- 
jets ſhould make as bold to tranſgreſs the fame - in hope 
of Recovering Liberty, with even the Falſe ſhew, whereof 
People are apter to be further tranſported, than by any Earth- 
ly Defire whatſoever ? Neither will the Fear of Death or Danger 
reltrain them: 3- becauſe they will not Attempt, untill 
tunity make them hopeful of Prevailing 3 and then they conſult by 
Power to provide for their own Impunities. 

BUT belides this Proneneſs in People to be caſily led and perſwa- 
ded into Kebellion, under the falſe and ſpecious Shew of reco- 
vering Liberty z the great Monarchs and Princes of Chriſtendom 
have been (in great part) the Fomenters and Upholders of it, 
and-their Dottors have not ſo much by their Preaching and Wri- 
ing beaten it down, as the Kings themſelves have, by their Ex- 
ampler-and Aftions, given Encouragement unto itz for although 
I ſhall ever ſpeak with Reverence of Princes and their Procced- 
ings, yet I (hall hope that the humble Repreſentation of this, 
Truth will receive a fair Interpretation. For it is undeniably 
true, that in this /atter Age, all the great Monarchies and _ 


— 
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of Chriſtendom have been render'd unhappy by - Inteftine Warrr, 
which have been encourag'd i if not contriv'd and defign'd)) by 


one Chriſtian Prince againſt her, every one countenancing 
and indul ng Rebellion, kT: e his Own Caſe, and then 
he is offen Of this I ſhall give no particular Inſtances, the 
Notariety of it is too | er I fear every State may too ca- 
ſily apply it to what elves have done : And it may be ap- 
that the ſad Condition of many States of Chriftendom, 
at this preſent day, may exhibit ſomething of Gods ry 
upon that Account, CORY BYE what Meaſure ye mete, 
it ſhall be meaſir'd to you again. Mat. 7. 1 
AND wicked as they are ſure they ſhall not *ſcape the 
ſevere Judgment of | in he ane Wold (if they do believe 
the Scripture) (0 (if they will believe ancient Hiſtories efulutns 
paſt in former Times, or their own of what they ſee 
daily with their Eyesz or that they do believe that God will 
repoy unto then that which they have either countenanc'd or con- 
others) they mult pda gr near and 
Lives, accompany” th Hatred, Hazzard, and 
Infamy. And if theſe Conliderations will not reſtrain them, 
yet We muſt not be Wicked, becauſe They are fo: Neither will 
God admit of Recrimation for our Excuſe. Our Duty of not re- 
fiſting is Poſitive, upon of Damnatition; from which no 
Swear or Frevalling, | can us, al it may fave us from 
the Gallows. Bide this great Ha of our Souls, Moral 
Prudence teacheth us, that a Civil War which (I hope yet we have 
t reaſon to fear) is commonly a Care much worſe than the 
Diſeaſe For no Oppreſſion;ray no T with it half thoſe 
Miſeries and Calamitics,which of ty,do ever —_—— an 
Inteftine War. warp, be cruel,covetous and licentious ; 
yet their Oppreſſhons and their Luſts are reſtrained to ſome Wicked- 
rt to ſome Perſons: But in a War, Rapes,Murthers,Robberies, 
Sacrfledges, and all manner of Impicties break in, and all forts of 
are made miſerable,which the poor Kingdom of England has 
found true by (ad Experience ; wherein the Space of five years on- 
ly, (from 1641 to 1646) more was taken from the Swbje@, than 
would have been exaRted by Subfidics.Projeds,or any unjuſt Ta Wes 
wnnatio. 
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whatſoever, by the worſt of Kings, in the Space of a Hundred 
* and ſo were all other Wickedneſſes increas'd proportionably, 


I SHALL conclude this Diſcowrſe with my humble and hearty 
Prayers to God Almighty to avert his heavy Diſpleaſiere ( which 
the Multitude of our Sins may give us juſt Cauſe to dread) from 
this Nation; at preſent the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing of 
any in Exrope 3 and that the publick Calamities that befell the 
Kingdom in the late unhappy Far, and the lamentable Diftrg- 
ions, and Confufions that were wrought by our Diſſentions, both 
irs Church and Commonwealth, may be a Leſſon to the People to 
value and eſicem Peace, and not fo wantenly to engaage themſelves 
atrcſh in New Miſeries. | 


—_— 


THE END. 


